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cats, dogs, or other species at risk of having rabies. For more information about pre-exposure prophylaxis, 
see Human Rabies Prevention - United States, 1999 Recommendations of the Immunization Practices 
Advisory Committee (ACIP). 

Purpose of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 

Pre-exposure prophylaxis is given for several reasons. First, although pre-exposure vaccination does not 
eliminate the need for additional medical attention after a rabies exposure, it simplifies therapy by 
eliminating the need for human rabies immune globulin (HRIG) and decreasing the number of vaccine 
doses needed. Second, it may enhance immunity in persons whose post-exposure therapy might be 
delayed. Finally, it may provide protection to persons with unrecognized exposures to rabies. 

Treatment if exposed to a rabid animal 

For vaccinated individuals, the wound is immediately and thoroughly cleansed with soap and water. Then 
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